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Fraction Content Foundations

Addition of Fractions:

· Paul and his brother were each eating the same kind of candy bar.  Paul had ¾ of his candy bar.  His brother still had 7/8 of a candy bar.  How much candy did the two boys have together?
· Can you write a similar problem using whole numbers?  What would you need to do to solve your new problem?  What would you need to do to solve the fraction problem?  
· Without doing the calculation, can you tell about how much the answer to the fraction problem should be?  How did you figure that out?
· If you were teaching someone to solve the fraction problem and they needed to have you show them with models & drawings how would you teach them?


Subtraction of Fractions:

· The Cougar football team advanced 5 ½ yards by their 2nd down but the fierce Tigers pushed them back 3 ¾ yards on the next play?  Now it’s 4th down.  How many yards do they have to go to make a first down?

· Can you write a similar problem using whole numbers?  What would you need to do to solve your new problem?  What would you need to do to solve the fraction problem?  
· Without doing the calculation, can you tell about how much the answer to the fraction problem should be?  How did you figure that out?
· If you were teaching someone to solve the fraction problem and they needed 

· to have you show them with models & drawings how would you teach them?



Multiplication of Fractions:

· Make up a story to go with this problem:  ¾  x  2/3.  

· How is this fraction multiplication problem related to a whole number multiplication problems like 5 x 7?

· Without doing the calculation, can you tell whether your answer will be larger or smaller than 1?  How did you figure that out?
· If you were teaching someone to solve the fraction problem and they needed to have you show them with models & drawings how would you teach them?



Division of Fractions:

· Make up a story to go with this problem: 2 ½   ÷  ¼ .  

· How is this fraction division problem related to a whole number multiplication problems like 9  ÷  3?

· Without doing the calculation, can you tell whether your answer will be larger or smaller than 1?  How did you figure that out?
· If you were teaching someone to solve the fraction problem and they needed to have you show them with models & drawings how would you teach them?

